6l6                            THEMEDICI

At first, on account of the recent death of Joanna of Austria,
they were privately married in the small chapel in the Palazzo
Vecchio, but in the following year this was succeeded by a
very magnificent marriage in San Lorenzo; while at the same
time, strange to say, a grand ceremony in honour of the
event took place at Venice. Venice, which had cast ignominy
upon Bianca's very name, now hastened to do it honour,
and not only received with a stately ceremonial and hypo-
critical compliments an embassy from Florence on the occa-
sion, but promulgated a public decree in Bianca's honour,
while the city of the Adriatic "blazed with countless illumina-
tions." This was followed by a pompous embassy from Venice
to Florence to invest Bianca "with the prerogatives of her
new rank." Bianca was unlike her predecessor in another
respect, she did not care for ostentation and the degree of
ceremony attaching to a high position. Bat Francis wis de-
termined on this occasion to show her every kind of honour
that he could devise. There followed tournaments, bull-fights,
balls, a musical drama, feasts, and every sort of pastime for
the people, and finally, on the i2th October 1579, in the
great hall of the Palazzo Vecchio, an imposing ceremony took
place at which Bianca was first declared by the Venetian
ambassador to be "a true and particular daughter of Venice/'
and then, seated by the side of her husband Francis, was
crowned with the crown of Tuscany. After which the whole
assembly, led by the Grand Duke and the new Grand Duchess,
proceeded in state to the cathedral, where High Mass con-
auded the ceremony. Francis spent on this marriage 300,000
ducats: equal to about one year's ordinary revenue of the
ancient Republic.

Bianca Capello was Grand Duchess for nine years. In that
position she continued to be very much the same as she had
always been, not showing any exaltation on account of being
raised to so high a rank, nor any desire for pomp and
grandeur,83 and preferring whenever possible a country life